Children’s Advisory Commission of Indiana County

Meeting Minutes

August 3, 2004

MEMBERS PRESENT: L. Audo, L. Berryman, L. Black, F. Bowers, J. Byers, D. Conner, M. Dietz, B. Dunlap, M. Forsythe, P. Gordon, M. Higgins, P. Jimenez-Jacobs, S. Johnson, B. Jones, K. Monko, W. Nemeth, C. Putt, L. Rudy, L. Schiffbauer, P. Sissem, N. Smith, S. Toy, 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: C. Ayers, J. Baun, R. Darling, B. Davis, E. Eisenman, M. Jesko, D. Kotelnicki P. Leach, I. Mergen, E. Meshanko, P. McClure, K. Winning

MEMBERS ABSENT:  T. Colgan, D. Davis, P. Elkin, T. Martin, P. Simmons,

STAFF PRESENT: K. Abbey-Baker, D. Peters, A. Sheesley, K. Stancombe 

GUESTS:  E. Arthurs: ICCDC, T.Apryasz, B. Wilkie: ArtsPath. D. Skillings: Safe Kids, R. Gesalman: MHMR, S. Shaner: ICDHS

CALL TO ORDER:  R. Bowers called the meeting to order at 1:35 pm.

Introduction of Members and Guests: All members and guests were introduced.

Monthly Presentation: SAFE AND POSITIVE ACTIVITES: 2003-04 Grantees

The commission heard presentations from:

· Elana Arthurs: Indiana County Child Day Care: KIDSBURGH ADVENTURES
· Sandy Toy: Indiana Regional Highway Safety Project, IUP: SAFE DRIVING COMPETITION
· ArstPath: Artist Residency Program
· Toni Apryasz, ArtsPath Coordinator
· Elana Arthurs for Beverly Botsford, artist: Colage project for Indiana County Child Day Care summer program
· Bernie Wilkie, artist: Indiana Community Guidance Center Mural Project
READING, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  The minutes from the April meeting were approved on a S. Toy /  P. Sissem motion.  The minutes from the May retreat meeting were approved on a K.monko /  L. Rudy motion.

FULFILLING THE PURPOSE OF CAC

Leveraging resources: 

Treasurer’s Report/Budget and Finance Committee:  No report: A 50/50  ticket raffle was conducted. This will occur during each meeting. Proceeds will be used towards the CAC retreat for 2005

Policy Committee: No report

Old & New Business: Kathy  Monko reported that ARIN was applying, on behalf of CAC, for the Early Learning Opportunities Act grant. Awards will be announced in late August.

Identifying needs of children and their families:

Strategic Planning Committee: Bonni Dunlap reported that the Strategic Planning Committee will be  conducting additional focus groups (teen priorities) in the schools in the fall. One of the findings from the focus group that Erin Eisenman conducted at the Technology center was that students want to be involved in the planning process of activities. The Fall SPA grant guidelines will stress that students be involved in SPA planning. Results from the fall focus groups will shape the requirements for SPA funding in the winter and spring 2005.

Old and New Business: Priscilla Sissem reported that the partnership with the Boys and Girls Club of Southwestern PA is  “all but signed” and that the Purchase Line School Board is 98% behind the plan to start programs in the district.  The School Board will vote on it at their next meeting. Priscilla also noted that Nation Kids Day  (August 1st) was a great success and that there are many of the Making Memories Guides still available foe anyone who wants some.

Examining and evaluating services:

Parent Child Home Program:  Deneen Peters distributed a written report on recent activities. The PCHP will be recruiting 25 new families and hiring 5 new staff members.

Family Focus Program:  Andrea Sheesley distributed a written report on recent activities. New Toddler Time classes will start in September at the Homestead Community Center.

Home Visiting Resource Coordinator Report: Kathy Stancombe reported that Program Logic models have been developed for the 5 home visiting programs that  she researched. (Family Focus, Parent Child Home Program, Family Literacy, Early Head Start and Center For Family Life). A summary and presentation will be developed and reported at the October CAC meeting.

Early Care and Education Planning Group (ECEPG): Linda Berryman announced that activities for the CCRD2004-2005-grant period have started. The committee is planning to again have the Family Fun Fest in March and  will also be planning a training/information Conference for the spring. Help is needed to be on the committees. Linda passed around sign up sheets. Kathy Abbey-Baker passed out the Report Card for the Community , a CCRD grant requirement for 03-04, that highlights the activities that were conducted. A Provider Profile was also distributed that details the services that Indiana County childcare provider offer. 

Old and New Business

Developing and enhancing communications and collaboration:

Kathy Abbey-Baker reported that SPA grant applications for Fall 2004 are available now and that everyone should have received the application via email. 

Maria Dietz announced that the Armstrong-Indiana Drug & Alcohol Commission will host a lunch for the CAC at the September meeting (12:00). After the lunch CAC members will participate in completing a needs assessment survey that will help the AIDAC plan future goals.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Priscilla Simmons announced that the annual Center For Family Life Tennis Classic will be held Labor Day weekend.

Shelley Johnson announced that the Community Guidance Center will have an indoor flea market on August 21st and 22nd.

Marti Higgins announced that Indiana County Child Day Care will be having a sidewalk sale on August 18th and 19th.

Denice Conner announced that Coats for kids applications are due on Sept.1st. Treasures for children will start in October.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM

Recorded by:

Kathy Abbey-Baker

