Children’s Advisory Commission of Indiana County

Meeting Minutes

March 2, 2004

MEMBERS PRESENT: C.Ayers, L. Audo, J. Baun,  L. Berryman, F. Bowers, T. Colgan, M. Dietz, B. Dunlap, E. Eisenman,  P. Gordon, M. Higgins, M. Jesko, P. Jimenez- Jacobs, S. Johnson, D. Kotelnicki, P. McClure, I. Mergen, E. Meshanko, K. Monko, W. Nemeth,  C. Putt, L.Rudy, P. Simmons, P. Sissem, C. Sproule, S. Toy, K. Winning

MEMBERS EXCUSED: D. Conner, R. Darling, D. Davis, P. Elkin, P. Leach, N. Smith

MEMBERS ABSENT: L. Clemons, B. Davis, N. Kanyan, L. Schiffauer

GUESTS: L. Black, B. Knickelbein, T. LaGars, L. Lotito, C. Smith, K. Tantlinger

STAFF PRESENT: K. Abbey –Baker, L. Mantino D. Peters,  A. Sheesley

CALL TO ORDER:  F. Bowers called the meeting to order at 1:40 pm. New members were introduced:  Carol Ayers- Purchase Line South Elementary, Dr. Philip Gordon,- IUP, Wendy Nemeth- ICCAP.

Introduction of Members and Guests: All other members and guests were introduced. 

READING, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: The minutes were approved on a S. Johnson/L Rudy motion.

10 Minutes at the Top:  Guest speaker Lance Simmons was unable to attend due to a family emergency. B. Dunlap passed around a card for members to sigh that will be sent to him.

Overview of FSSR Grant 2003-2005: K. Abbey–Baker presented the overview of the goals for the 2003-2005 grant period: COMMUNITY LEVEL OUTCOMES FOR THIS GRANT PERIOD

1. Outcome Area: Children Ready For School

Outcome Goal: Increase skill levels of children entering kindergarten
     Strategy: Inform parents and providers of skills children need upon entering school

2. Outcome Area: Healthy Child Development

Outcome Goal: Identify common outcomes established by Home Visiting Programs in Indiana County.

Strategies: For this grant, a part-time consultant will be hired to assess home visiting programs in Indiana County by identifying the common outcomes in each program and the tools used to assess them; and then analyzing how caregiver knowledge is increased in these programs. The collaborative will encourage all participating home visiting programs to utilize the Family Access Management System (FAMS) which currently is in place through the Indiana County Department of Human Services.  
3. Outcome Area: Healthy Youth Development

Outcome Goal: Decrease in underage drinking arrests of Indiana County youth 

Strategies: Make youth and parents aware of positive activities available throughout Indiana     County.

Promote positive activities via media outlets.

4. Outcome Area: Safe Families and Communities

Outcome Goal: Increase web site hits and information requests.

Strategies: Make community members aware of safe and positive activities available throughout Indiana County.

Promote positive activities via IndianaCountyCAC.com website

Provide resources to those conducting positive activities

Safe and Positive Activities Folders were passed out to those attending. The folders included SAP activity announcement forms and information on SPA grants.

FULFILLING THE PURPOSE OF CAC

Leveraging resources:

Treasurer’s Report/Budget and Finance Committee:  No, report was available.

Policy Committee: No report.

Old/New Business: No old/new business.

Identifying needs of children and their families:

Strategic Planning:  B. Dunlap announced that  Human Services Directories are available to CAC members.

Old/New Business: Update on Boys and Girls Club Steering  Committee. Priscilla Sissem reported that she, S. Johnson and K. Abbey Baker met with the Southwest PA B&GC Director, Mike Hepler and visited the Lawrenceville Boys & Girls Club. The Club has a Charter School, a 50’s style diner and a retail store (staffed by teens).  While rural Indiana could not duplicate this type of facility, it is possible an Indiana County B&GC could be an affiliate of the B&GC of S.W. PA. and start out with a small program, possibly a mobile unit. The steering committee will be discussing this option and meeting with the 8 people interested in starting a Board of Directors in the near future.

Examining and Evaluating services: 

Parent Child Home Program: D. Peters gave a brief overview of PCHP and the importance of bonding between parents and children.

Dr. Knickelbein, Center for Educational and Program Evaluation, IUP, gave a PowerPoint presentation on the first year of evaluation of the PCHP. Evaluation tools for the program included:

· Evaluation of Parent and Child Behavior Traits (PACT) – completed by the home visitor following the first and last home visit session

· PCHP Video Analysis – Analyzed by the Center for Educational and Program Evaluation. Analyzed by counting the number of verbal and nonverbal interactions and coding them as positive or negative

· PCHP Home Screening Questionnaire (HSQ). Screens home environment to identify risk as a result of environmental influence

· Evaluation of Child Behavior Traits (CBT). Completed by the home visitor following the first and last home session.

· Parent Satisfaction Survey 

· Parent Interviews

CONCLUSIONS: 

· Positive parent behaviors increased dramatically on all indicators

· Number and frequency of positive interactions between parent and child increased significantly

· Quality of Home environment improved for most participants

· Positive behaviors increased dramatically on all indicators

· Parents were highly satisfied with the program

KUDOS TO THE PCHP STAFF!!!

Family Focus Program: A. Sheesley distributed a written report of activities.  The Bingo for Books activity was very successful with 61 participants.

ECEPG:  K. Abbey Baker reported that the second provider packet had bee sent out. This packet included training calendars for winter/spring 2004, kindergarten checklist, training needs survey, an IRS tips flyer, and poster from Penn State Extension. The Family Fun Fest will be held on March 13th. Everyone was asked to get the word out to parents.

.

Old/New Business: None

Developing and Enhancing Communications and Collaborations:

Announcements and Sharing:

P. Sissem announced the April is Child Abuse Prevention month and that the Child Safety Fair will take place on April 24.  All agencies/schools/organizations are invited to attend. The Families Grow With Love Conference will take place Friday, April 23, 8:30 – 3:45, at the Oak Place Community Center (Aging Services).  Cost: $15.00 per person.  Includes continental breakfast and lunch.

S. Johnson announced that Big Brothers Big Sisters Bowl for Kids Sake will take place on April 3: teams are needed.

L. Martino announced “save the date”, the Family Support Conference with take place in Pittsburgh on April 28th.

S. Toy announced that there should be no more car set referrals unless an agency can have their personnel certified to conduct client training. Contact Sandy about certification.

P. Jimenez-Jacobs initiated a discussion on a recent controversial Crimson Arrow article (Indiana Jr. High newspaper) about teen attitudes towards sex.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 pm. 

Recorded by:

K. Abbey-Baker

