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Q: 
In general, what percentage of children in your class do you feel are not ready for kindergarten when 
they begin the school year? 
A: 

Indiana County kindergarten teachers said that the percentage of children not ready for kindergarten 
varies from year to year. Percentages can range from 5% to 50%, with the average  being 21%.


__________________________________________________________

Q:
What is your average class size?
A:
 
Smallest: 12

Largest: 25

Average: 19


__________________________________________________________

Q:
In your opinion, do you believe class size plays a role in the amount of school readiness required of 
young children? 
A: 

16 out of 17 teachers answered “Yes” 
Yes, with smaller class sizes teachers are able to work more closely with each student. This allows them to identify problem areas more quickly and gives them more opportunities to work with the child. It also allows opportunities for the teacher to supplement the curriculum of both the strong and the weak  students. 
Yes – with a large class size it is very difficult to spend one on one time with those that need extra help. In a large class with one teacher, it is helpful if the children are independent. 
Yes. When class size is large, it is very difficult to help those who are struggling, therefore those [image: image8.png]


who are ready have an advantage.
Yes! Kindergarten curriculum has changed greatly in the past 15 years. Instruction is often individual and small group. Expectations for academic levels at the end of the year have increased, and continued focus is on social and physical development.
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__________________________________________________                 (Continued on other side)  

Q: 

What skills would you recommend parents stress when helping children prepare for 

kindergarten? 
A: 

Listening skills, social skills, pre-reading skills.
Social issues: (sharing, taking turns etc.) Academic: letters in name to recognize and write, counting to ten, listening to simple directions. Physical: take care of all bathroom needs, clothing, tying shoes, color, cut.


They need to recognize their names, write their names, know colors and shapes, count to 10, name 
the letters in the alphabet and cut with scissors.


Listening to a story, sharing, cutting on a line, raising hand to talk, coloring inside a line, visual 
recognition of (at least) uppercase letters and numbers to (at least) 10, 1 to 1 correspondence when 
counting.
Phonemic awareness activities, fine motor, letter and number recognition, counting, sorting, writing name using 1 capital letter and remaining letters lower case, using scissors, glue bottles (opening & closing), activities that require 10 minutes of sitting and listening, songs, poems, proper pencil grip.
 Give name, identify colors, count to 5, cut, grip pencil, dress  independently, join in group activities, appropriate cafeteria  manners, use bathroom independently, follow directions, take turns and share.
Number / letter recognition, writing their first name, cutting, coloring skills, basic color identification, sharing, taking turns, following directions.
Using bathroom independently. Cooperation between teacher-parent. Exposure to learning materials in a fun way – blocks, games, music.
Read to the children, read more and then read some more. A lot of children enter with limited vocabulary as well as limited experiences. 
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________________________________________________________________________
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The Early Care and Education Planning Group, a work group of the Children’s Advisory Commission of      Indiana County,  recently surveyed 17 Indiana County kindergarten teachers about readiness skills that children have upon entering kindergarten. Below are some of their answers. You may want to keep their insights in mind as you help your child prepare for school.








