Indiana County Early Care and Education Committee

November 1, 2005

I. Introduction of Members—Chair Marti Higgins called the meeting to order

A. Members in attendance:

Maureen Pounds, ICDHS

Denis Remy, ICDHS

Kathy Abbey-Baker, CAC

Lisa Weyand, NWIR

Marti Higgins, ICCDC

Barb Carr, Head Start

Lynn Moore, Grand Beginnings
Linda Berryman, CCIS

Pat Leach, PSU Coop. Ext.
Vanessa Dickson, PSU Coop. Ext

Pepita Jimenez-Jacobs, LWV
Andrea Sheesley, ARIN

Deneen Peters, ARIN

Christina Putt, Lifesteps

Amy Horrell, ICDHS

II. Reading/Approval of Minutes October 4, 2005

A. A motion to accept minutes was made by Linda Berryman and 2nd by Denis Remy.  Motion carried.

III. Grant Review

A. Kathy

1. Quarterly Report covers what was done in the 1st 3 months

a. Hasn’t been able to make personal contacts with the providers due to limited time and providers are already hit with STARS information

b. Lisa Weyand focuses on calling providers not active in STARS program

2. Stripes 4 STARS draft presented to be reviewed for corrections—there is a new STARS logo

a. Sent to providers

3. STARS promotions

a. TV ads from state level will be run once every provider has had a chance to participate in the program

4. Spoke at Pediatrics group

a. Concerned with rising cost if a program is involved with STARS

b. STARS merit awards will always be available

c. Rates will not increase based on STARS rating

5. Discovery Toys Party

a. Sold $1112 worth of toys before shipping cost

b. To receive around $300

6. No change to Timeline—will be completed quarterly

B. Maureen

1. Working on Public Service Announcements

a. Contacted Dave Neely to put out some blurbs

b. Penn State Ext. has purchased blurbs that ECEC might be able to use

2. Put together Salvation Army Treasures for Toys packets (400)

3. Put together packet of information from conference 

IV. New Business

A. Family Fun Fest Planning

1. Need to place a focus on being an educational event

2. Possibly making the theme “diversity”

3. Kathy to obtain meeting dates from committee members

4. At the event, have county commissioners give STARS participants an award.

B. Report on Regional Advisory Committee

1. Committee to develop a regional plan

a. Plan to include components on leadership, administration, professional development, and outreach and coordination

2. Focus groups in each county are being planned

C. Report on Inclusion Forum

1. Inclusion Forum held at ARIN IU-28 on October 31,2005

2. Discussed how well we are working together and how we can make it better 

3. Will make a plan about what communities need to do to become an inclusive community

4. Forum allowed group to tell state Early Intervention and Special Education what Indiana/Armstrong counties are about and what they do

a. Talked about inclusion of special needs children in normal classrooms and the transition from different age groups

V. Old Business

A. Search for parents to join committee

1. No parents to add to committee

B. Hospital project (“It’s a Wonderful New Life”)

1. Kick-off event on November 21st.

a. Two 3 hour sessions

b. To be held from 12pm to 8pm

2. There will be booth displays and speakers from selected community agencies and organizations that work with new parents and children

3. There will be an educational theme for parents that day

VI. Announcements

A. Pat Leach

1. Iowa State University to have a program on December 2nd and 9th on how marriage and relationships effect parenting and the children’s outcome

2. Thursday, November 3rd from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., “Wanted Help for the Children” Part 1—meet the early intervention people

3. November 14th presentation by Dr. Amira Ahmed on milestones developmental intervention

B. Marti Higgins

1. Mesa Tribe greeting is “How are the children.”

C. Pepita Jimenez-Jacobs

1. November 1st 7:00 p.m. Indiana school board candidates night

VII. Adjournment

