Early Care and Education Committee

Early Care and Education Community Engagement Group

July 5, 2005

I.     Introduction of Members  - Chair Marti Higgins called the meeting to order.

        A motion to accept the minutes was made by Linda Berryman and 2nd by Kathy   

        Monko.  Motion carried.

        Members in attendance:

        Marti Higgins, ICCDC – ECECEG Chair            Kathy Abbey-Baker, CAC-ECECEG Project Coord.

         Linda Berryman, CCIS                                         Maureen Pounds, ICDHS –I&R Specialist

         Bonni Dunlap, ICDHS                                          Kathy Monko, ARIN

         Debbie Kotelnicki, Alice Paul House                   Kathy Stancombe, HVP Resource Coordinator

         Lisa Weyand, NW Regional Key –                       Pepita Jimenez-Jacobs, LWV

               Keystone STARS Manager                             Chris Rodgers, Southwest Regional Key

         Shirley McCombs, ICDHS AmeriCorps

II.    Grant Wrap-up

         Maureen passed around a notebook containing materials about CCRD 2004 – 2005 

         Year in Review.  Her report included giving out copies of the June 2005 CCRD   

         Progress Report, CCRD Grant Update Report, a news release on Early Learning,     

         and the handout CCRD 2004 – 2005 Year in Review.

         Kathy A-B  presented the grant quarterly report for April – June 2005 and the    

         timeline (updated July 5, 2005).  She also shared copies of the new Report Card to  

         the Community.  1000 copies of this report will be printed professionally for

         distribution.

         Members were informed as to what information was sent out in the June Provider

         mailing.

III.   T.E.A.C.H. Presentation

         Laurie Litz from PACCA T.E.A.C.H. gave out information about the T.E.A.C.H

         Early Childhood Pennsylvania Program. She has been working with Freddie 

         Bowers at IUP to arrange bachelors level scholarships through T.E.A.C.H.. 

         T.E.A.C.H. offers new scholarships and retroactive scholarships to DPW licensed 

         day care facility workers. They must be working at least 30 hours a week and 

         attend school part-time.  STARS participants get first priority treatment in this 

         program. In order to enter the bachelors level program, students must have 55 

         transferable credits or an associate degree.  It was suggested to mail a brochure 

         about the program to registered providers.  It was also suggested to have a 

         presentation about the program with representatives from T.E.A.C.H. , STARS,

         and IUP giving out information to prospective students. Linda Berryman thought it  

         would be a good idea to feature people who are going to school and working in day

         care in the newsletter.

IV.    Goals/ Budget for the New Grant

          Kathy A-B presented a handout on the deliverables for the new grant. The 

          following tasks will be worked on during the grant period:

1. Promoting Keystone STARS

2. Identify how your group will hold one public event that educates the community about the issues of early care and education.

3. Identify how your group will create a plan to develop relationships between school districts and child care programs.

4. Report Card to the Community

5. Identify Match

She also explained the Grant Budget 2005 – 2006 and  budget narrative handout to the group.

V.   Final Decision on Lending Library

       After discussion on various suggestions (distribute to schools, libraries, hospital, 

       former Lending Library participants, etc.), it was decided to use the toys as a part of  

       the match for the Early Learning Opportunities Act grant that is being applied for. 

       The toys would be used (and updated at intervals) at outreach sites that would be 

       developed under the grant. A motion was made by Linda Berryman and 2nd by   

       Debbie Kotelnicki to allow Cindy Hinsinger to keep the toys she currently has at her 

       location for now. Motion carried.  A committee consisting of Linda Berryman, 

       Bonni Dunlap, and Kathy Monko will work on picking outreach sites. 

       It was discussed to have a Discovery Toy party mid-fall as a fund raiser (including a 

       book party). Kathy Abbey-Baker and Marti Higgins volunteered to be on the 

       committee for this project. 

VI. Report on Early Learning Leadership Institute at Penn State

      Working Together for Solutions to Support Young Children

       Marti Higgins presented two handouts: Early Childhood in the State and

       State Collaboration for Early Childhood  / about Pre-K programs

VII. Announcements - Keystone STARS

        Lisa Weyand, the new NW Regional Key – Keystone STARS Manager, was 

        at the meeting. She presented information that was given out at the kickoff

        meeting in DuBois. Her e-mail address is: lisaw@nwir.org.

VIII. Adjournment 

Next meeting: August 2, 2005 at 12 noon

Location to be announced

