Indiana County Early Care and Education Committee

January 3, 2006

I. Introduction of Members—Chair Marti Higgins called the meeting to order

A. Members in Attendance:

Maureen Pounds, ICDHS


Denise Remy, ICDHS

Kathy Monko, ARIN



Lisa Weyand, Keystone STARS

Marti Higgins, ICCDC


Kathy Abbey-Baker, CAC

Fredalene Bowers, IUP


Pepita Jimenez-Jacobs, LWV

Kathy Stancombe, CAC


Linda Berryman, CCIS

Vanessa Dickson, Penn State Ext. 
Amy Horrell, ICDHS

Pat Leach, Penn State Ext.

II. Reading/Approval of Minutes November 1, 2005

A. A motion to accept minutes was made by Linda Berryman and 2nd by Denis Remy.  Motion carried.

III. Grant Review

A. Kathy 

1. Made a new sign-in sheet that includes a space for match/volunteer hours to be included from the previous month.

2. Provider Mailing to be sent out

a. Provider training schedule for March-June 2006

b. Family Fun Fest Flyer   

3. Fall Stripes for STARS

a. Received one survey back

b. Amy will be calling providers to complete survey over the phone.

c. Currently working on the January issue

4. STARS providers published in the Gazette

a. Removed provider that did not want to be published from the list

5. Upcoming

a. Meet with the Gazette staff for activity pages

b. North West Key Advisory Committee in January  

c. Purchasing growth charts that will be distributed at Family Fun Fest                    

B. Maureen

1. Sent out Faith Community newsletter to 3 different churches in Indiana County  

a. Included general information on grant activities

b. Planning to send another one in April

2. Public Service Announcements

a. Help Your Child Learn printed in the Gazette on November 17, 2005

b. Toy Tips

c. Christmas Safety Tips sent to the Gazette and the Radio Station

d. Went with Kathy on December 8, 2005 on the radio to discuss Holiday and Toy Safety

3. Kindergarten Registration

a. Worked with Amy to develop a Kindergarten Readiness Information flyer

b. Contacted Elementary Principals to see if they would like information packets for registration—heard back from 5 out of 13 so far.

4. Johnstown Library District Coloring Book Project

a. Worked with Amy to develop list of agencies to distribute coloring books to.

b. 500 books distributed with 115 surveys returned

C. Time-Line

IV. New Business

A. IRMC Parent Programs—educational sessions for new parents

1. Motion passed to endorse program

2. Programs to target parents with young children

3. Potential Topics

a. Simple and Healthy Nutrition

b. What to Expect at Wellness Visits—presented by pediatricians

c. Stimulating Baby

4. Program in need of a name

5. ECEC not able to provide money for program

B. Report on Diversity Event

1. Over 70 people in attendance

V. Old Business

A. Family Fun Fest planning

1. Registration and Donation Letters being sent out this week

2. Have the Commissioners provide Child Care Providers participating in STARS a certificate that shows Indiana County recognizing quality care

a. Use the certificates to help get providers involved

3. Planning meetings continuing

B. Hospital Project

1. Attended IRMC “It’s A Wonderful New Life Early Childhood Information Fest” on November 21, 2005

a. Gave a Power Point presentation on Keystone STARS

b. 342 resource items were given out including CCRD Resources Flyers

C. Parent Member Search

1. Recruit parents from churches and the hospital trainings

VI. Announcements

A. Next Meeting to be held on February 7, 2006 from 2:30 to 3:30
VII. Adjournment

