Indiana County Early Care and Education Committee

February 7, 2006

I. Introduction of Members—Chair Marti Higgins called the meeting to order

A. Members in Attendance:

Kathy Abbey-Baker, CAC


Jodi Askins, NW Key

Maureen Pounds, ICDHS


Kathy Monko, ARIN

Deneen Peters, ARIN


Andrea Sheesley, ARIN

Linda Berryman, CCIS


Pepita Jimenez-Jacobs, LWV

Fredalene Bowers, IUP


Marti Higgins, Indi Kids

Lynn Moore, Grand Beginnings

Barb Carr, Head Start

Cindy Risinger, PLSD


Pat Leach, PSU

Sara Gleave, ICDHS


Amy Horrell, ICDHS

Vanessa Dickson, PSU


Corrine Putt, Dept. of Health

II. Reading/Approval of Minutes January 3, 2006

A. A motion to accept minutes was made by Kathy Monko and 2nd by Deneen Peters.  Motion carried.

III. Grant Review

A. Kathy

1. Transition stuff and event are coming up starting next month.

2. Mostly working on promoting Keystone STARS.

3. Attended Business Expo with giraffe (which is a girl) and promoted Fun Fest.

4. Blairsville Dispatch will be doing a feature story on the Family Fun Fest, Keystone STARS and/or a group that will be at Family Fun Fest.

5. Completed and mailed January Stripes for STARS newsletter.

6. Will have the February 19th Community page in the Indiana Gazette that will advertise and promote Family Fun Fest and the contests that will happen at the event.

7. Two providers went from a STAR 1 to a STAR 2 and mailed certificates to them.

B. Maureen

1. Working on Family Fun Fest.

2. Public Service Announcements

a. Went with Kathy on the Bill Otto show on January 12th and promoted Winter Safety Tips for children.

b. Winter Safety Tips PSA was printed in the Indiana Gazette on January 19th.

3. Contacted elementary school principals to see if they would like information to be provided to them for Kindergarten registration.

a. Received replies from 12 of the 13 schools.

4. Worked on the IRMC educational sessions.

C. Time-line.

1. Will be reviewed quarterly.

IV. New Business

A. IRMC Parent Programs—educational sessions for new parents

1. Program will be called “Parenting 101”

2. First session will be on March 6th from 6:30-8 on Choosing Quality Childcare and the Importance of Play

a. Speakers for this session will be Dr. Freddie Bowers and Linda Berryman.

b. One daycare provider is offering extended hours at a discount rate so that her parents can go to this session.

3. The sessions are only going to be held at the hospital for the trial run to see if this program works.

4. Second session will be on April 12th and is tentatively going to be on nutrition.

5. The pediatricians are currently doing another series on What to Expect at Well Baby Visits.

V. Old Business

A. Family Fun Fest

1. There are currently 40 booths scheduled for the event and the deadline is February 8th to register.

a. 5 Providers registered

b. 4 or 5 churches registered

2. Dave Neely from Renda Broadcasting brought by the scripts for the advertisements.

a. This years ads will feature a grandmother and her granddaughter with a real child speaking on behalf of the granddaughter.

3. The Oriental Star Dancers from Pittsburgh will perform twice (12:30 and 2:30)

4. Pat Leach will provide a donation from the Better Kid Care fund

a. Will try to get 10 tickets for DelGrosso Park.

5. Altoona Curve contacted Kathy Monko to see about raising awareness of their team in the area.

a. They will probably set up a table and bring both of their mascots.

b. Will try and get free tickets for the event.

B. Hospital Project

C. Parent Member Search

1. Will include a line on the Family Fun Fest Raffle tickets about becoming involved with the committee.

VI. Announcements

A. Next meeting will be held at a restaurant on March 7th at 11:45 am.  Motion to approve passed by Linda Berryman.

VII. Adjournment

Next Meeting March 7, 2006

Location to be announced.

