Early Care and Education Committee

Early Care and Education Community Engagement Group

August 2, 2005

I.   Introduction of Members – Chair Marti Higgins called the meeting to order.

      A motion to accept the minutes was made by Linda Berryman and 2nd by Kathy 

      Monko. Motion carried.

      Members in attendance:

      Marti Higgins, ICCDC – ECECEG Chair              Kathy Abbey-Baker, CAC-ECECEG Project Coord.          

      Linda Berryman, CCIS                                           Maureen Pounds, ICDHS-I&R Specialist

       Bonni Dunlap, ICDHS                                            Kathy Monko, ARIN

       David Frick, Indiana County Commissioner          Pepita Jimenez-Jacobs, LWV

       Andrea Sheesley, FFP                                            Lisa Weyand,  NWIR Keystone STARS  

       Jodi Askins, NW Regional Planner -                      Freddie Bowers, IUP

                            Regional Key                                     Kathy Stancombe, Home Visitation Res. Coord.   

       Pat Leach, PSU Cooperative Extension                 Shirley McCombs, ICDHS - AmeriCorps

II.  Grant Review

      Kathy A-B presented a timeline for the ECE Grant 2005-2006 that will be revised      

      every quarter.  Match requirements will be met with in-kind donations. As for the        

      goal to secure 50 new subscribers to the CCIS newsletter, Linda B suggested that 

      applications be taken to the bigger day care centers so private pay parents would have 

      an opportunity to subscribe.  Bonni D offered to have the next AmeriCorps member 

      from her office drop off applications to the centers.  Pepita J-J suggested that               

      how to subscribe to the newsletter be published as a Community Brief in the Gazette.       

III. Presentation – Terri Reighard, Special Kids Network, SW Regional Office
        She presented a packet of materials to each member in attendance.  The network

       provides Information & Referral and Community Systems Development services.

       The network covers a broad range of children with special needs, not just the 

       handicapped, from birth to age 21. They seek parental involvement. They support

       6 state wide and local projects. Some examples of the state wide projects are: dental,

       innovative transportation, and transition to adult life (ages 14-21). There are $3,000 

       mini grants available from the Department of Health  to fund projects such as 

       adapting a playground, libraries, etc. The Community Systems Development service

       makes sure that funds are spent correctly. They also make reports on the projects.

       They are working on a portfolio of sample projects to offer. Also included in the          

       packet of materials is a listing of Medical Home Resources for Indiana County.

       Bonni D requested information back from the network about Indiana County.

IV. Old Business

       As for new member recruitment, it was mentioned that Sue Perfetti from ARIN and           

       someone from the Guidance Center might be interested in joining the group.

       Parents can be recruited at the back-to-school nights this fall.

       Bonni D gave a sub-committee report on a proposal of how the materials from the 

       former Lending Library could be distributed.  The proposal contained three parts:

1. Keep a portion of the materials as part of a grant that has been applied for (we will be notified if we receive the grant in September)

2. Give the day care providers who participated in the Lending Library and CCIS the materials they requested in their wish lists

3. Divide what materials are left among the 6 nursery schools in Indiana County

       At this point, Linda B announced that there are now seven nursery schools with a                       

       new nursery school in Shelocta. A motion to accept this proposal was made by 

       Kathy M and 2nd by Pepita J-J. Motion carried.         

V.   New Business

       Marti H asked for members to be thinking about volunteering for next year’s Family                   

       Fun Fest. 

       Kathy A-B and Marti H will be meeting with the Discovery Toy Representative,        

       Lenore Wasidy, on August 10th. Anyone else interested in going along should let 

       them know. 

       Maureen P announced that the new suicide prevention cards were on the handout       

       table for agencies to take with them. She brought attention to the new brochures

       “A Family Guide for Safe Surfing” and “Fun and Educational Websites for Teachers,    

       Parents, and Children”. She is contacting schools about scheduling open houses.

       In addition, she is looking for ideas for Overview of Services sessions.  Kathy M 

       suggested Child Mandate Reporting. Other ideas were The Special Kids Network,

       and Early Learning Standards.

VI. Announcements

       Kathy M – Get on Board – tells school districts PSSA scores and lists day cares in 

       each district

       Bonni D – United Way website – www.BornLearning.org. She also announced that 

       since her AmeriCorps worker, Shirley McCombs, is completing her assignment, the

       group will need to recruit a new secretary. 

       Marti H – Build Initiative – Early Learning Systems and Strong Foundations for our 

       Youngest Children

       Pepita J-J – Gave report on a presentation by the Footlight Players

       Maureen P – Passed around article “Too Much Pressure being put on Children too

       Early”                   

VII. Adjournment        

                                     Next Meeting: September 6, 2005

                                           12 Noon – ARIN IU #28

