Children’s Advisory Commission of Indiana County

Minutes

August 1, 2006

Members Present: L. Berryman, F. Bowers, R. Darling, B. Dunlap, P. Elkin, P. Gordon, S. Harber, P. Jimenez-Jacobs, P. Leach, K. Monko, K. Moore, P. Sissem, N. Smith

Members Excused: L. Black, J. Byers, T. Colgan, C. Givens, M. Jesko, C. Putt, L. Rudy, C. Schurman, M. Skultety, K. Stancombe, K. Winning

Members Absent: L. Audo, J. Baun, D. Conner, M. Dietz, E. Eisenman, J. Henderson, M. Higgins, R. Horwat, B. Jones, K. Jubas, D. Kotelnicki, T. Martin, I. Mergen, P. McClure, P. Pavolko, C. Risinger, L. Schiffbauer, P. Simmons, C. Violi

Staff: K. Abbey-Baker, D. Peters, A. Sheesley 

 

Guests: A. Horrell, Commissioner D. Frick, Commissioner R. Ruddock, E. Foust (Adelphoi Village)

 

Call to Order

L. Berryman called the meeting to order at 1:35 PM.     

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from the June 6, 2006 meeting were reviewed.  P. Gordon motioned and P. Elkin seconded to accept the minutes as written.  All in favor, motion carried.     

Members and guests introduced themselves.  

The presentation on Safe Kids was not given because the presenter was unable to attend.        

FULFILLING THE PURPOSE OF CAC

Leveraging Resources

1. K. Abbey-Baker announced that the Fundraising Account currently balances at $9593.00.  Baker also gave a final report for the FSSR Grant including the following:

· $1122 allocated for the purchase of books for local libraries.

· Funds set aside for the 2006 Needs Assessment including money for postage, a post office box, postcard stamps and the business reply permit.

· Laurel Printing will print the Report Card to the Community within the next month and money has been allocated for this project.

· $644.85 was used to purchase bags for the Family Fun Fest and for the Early Care & Education Committee

· $2204.59 was spent on the CAC Retreat and Diversity Training for Rustic Lodge and Speaker’s fees.

· This concludes this grant with $.87 remaining. There will not be any more money coming from the state.  

2. Policy Committee 

P. Gordon raised an interest in adding questions to the 2006 Needs Assessment pertaining to the number of  community members who take any of the tax credits on their annual income taxes (Earned Income Credit, Child Care Credit, etc.) and some discussion ensued on this subject.

No other report was given by the Policy Committee.

3.  There was no old or new business under Leveraging Resources.

Identifying Needs of Children and Their Families

1. F. Bowers called a meeting of the Strategic Planning Committee for Tuesday, August 15, 2006 at 12:00PM at CYS.  

2. K. Abbey-Baker reported that the Diversity Committee will meet on August 31, 2006 to plan future trainings, and reported that the feedback received on the Diversity trainings recently held was positive with some good critiques for future trainings.  

3. No old or new business was presented under this category.  

Examining and Evaluating Services

1. PCHP: D. Peters reviewed her report.

2. FFP: A. Sheesley reviewed her report and announced that D. Peters will be assisting her with Toddler Time program this season.  Sheesley also reported on her experiences testifying in court.  

3. Home Visiting Resource Coordinator: No actual report given since there is no longer a coordinator in this position.  R. Darling discussed the status of data analysis and instrument construction stating that since she and A. Heckert had received fewer surveys than expected, there may be reason to add to the database to increase validity and reliability of the final scales.  Darling announced that she and Heckert will be meeting to further discuss this process.  

4. Early Care & Education: L. Berryman discussed the committee meeting and reported a concern that parents in the community may not be aware of developmentally appropriate practices for children ages 5 and under and that the ECEPG may look into ways of addressing this need by piggybacking on a grant that addresses these issues for special needs children and for the general population.  Some discussion ensued about the use of the Creative Curriculum for infants and toddlers.  

5. FGDM/SOC/ICSP: K. Abbey-Baker gave the report stating that:

· 5 referrals had been made to FGDM.  The implementation team meets monthly to discuss the FGDM process.  

· ICSP was not funded for 2006-2007 but that Indiana County was applying for 2007-2008 which includes a reevaluation of FGDM as a primary practice in Indiana County.

· SOC has received an extension to 9-30-06 to spend down money set aside for FGDM conferences.  

6. No other old or new business was raised for Examining and Evaluating Services.

Developing and Enhancing Communications and Collaborations

1. F. Bowers motioned and P. Jimenez-Jacobs seconded to approve K. Stancombe as a parent member of the CAC.  The application will be submitted to the commissioners for final approval.  

2. P. Sissem motioned and P. Gordon (and others) seconded to continue funding the CAC Coordinator’s position with money from the Fundraising account at 10 hours per week, $20.00 per hour until funds are expended or other funds determined for this purpose.  

3. Approval of Safe Kids tabled until presentation is made.

4. Announcements

· P. Leach announced that today is the final day to register for Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Retreat, which will be held on Friday, August 11, 2006 at the Lodge at Blue Spruce Park from 3-9PM.  

· B. Dunlap distributed Emergency Preparedness brochures and drug and alcohol leaflets and announced that she had plenty of leaflets if agencies needed them.  

· P. Jimenez-Jacobs raised the issue of infant mortality in Indiana County and some discussion ensued.

· Commissioner D. Frick recognized B. Dunlap for an article published in the paper.  

· P. Sissem announced that S. Toy had resigned from the CAC and that she had received a report that D. Conner, another CAC member, was ill.  

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 5, 2006 at 1:30PM at ARIN.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:35PM.  

Submitted by, 

Priscilla A. Sissem

Secretary 
