Children’s Advisory Commission of Indiana County

Meeting Minutes

November 2, 2004

MEMBERS PRESENT: L. Audo, C. Ayers, L. Berryman, F. Bowers, J. Byers, T. Colgan, M. Dietz, B. Dunlap, E. Eisenman, P. Gordon, M. Higgins, M. Jesko, S. Johnson, B. Jones, K. Jubas,  D. Kotelnicki, P.Leach, P. McClure, K. Monko, C. Putt, P. Sissem, N. Smith. 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: J. Baun, L. Black, R. Darling, D. Davis, P. Elkin, M. Forsythe, Jimenez-Jacobs, I. Mergen, E. Meshanko P. Simmons, K. Winning, L. Martino 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  D. Conner, P. T. Martin, , L. Rudy, L. Schiffbauer, S. Toy

STAFF PRESENT: K. Abbey-Baker, D. Peters, A. Sheesley, K. Stancombe

GUESTS:   D. Skillings, T. Pezzana

CALL TO ORDER:  P. McClure called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.

Introduction of Members and Guests: All members and guests were introduced.

Monthly Presentation:  Liz Audo of LifeSteps, a Spring 2004 Grant recipient, did a presentation on their “Come Learn and Play” program.  Discussion occurred on strategies to increase participation in these programs at the Penn Run/Cherryhill Township area.

READING, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: The minutes from the October meeting were approved by a B. Jones/D. Kotelnicki motion. 

FULFILLING THE PURPOSE OF CAC

Leveraging resources:

Treasure’s Report/Budget and Finance Committee: A 50/50 drawing was held. A handout for the fundraising account was distributed. FSSR grant funding was received. The report will be updated to include cash match will be completed for next month’s meeting. Deadlines for the next round of SPA grants may need to be changed and will be discussed at the executive committee.  The fundraising account report was accepted on a P. Gordon/P Sissem motion.

Policy Committee: Several websites were identified as good sources of information concerning legislation on children’s issues.  Examples of sites include: www.papartnerships.org ,  www.connectforkids.org  and  www.childtrends.org . A complete listing of websites will be compiled to distribute to members.

Old & New Business:  None

Identifying needs of children and their families:

Strategic Planning Committee: A summary was distributed from the teen focus group held at Marion Center. Focus groups have been completed at Purchase Line and the Technology Center.  Groups at United and Indiana have been scheduled.  Discussion occurred about consideration to include alternative schools and home schooled students. It was felt that the results that have been obtained to date are showing some trends and probably are a good representation of teen issues.

Old & New Business: None

Examining and Evaluating Services:

Parent Child Home Program:  D. Peters distributed a report of activities for September and October. The program received information that they will be site certified from the national center.

Family Focus Program:  A written report was distributed. A. Sheesley also provided a report from their SPA grant activity.

Early Care and Education Planning Group (ECEPG):  L. Berryman reminded everyone that the newsletter now reaches about 700 families and offers monthly activities. The Indiana Gazette has agreed to include their activities on the children’s page. The kindergarten readiness surveys are being compiled, but it is clear that there some differences in expectations. K. Monko reported that a planning meeting is scheduled with Highmark BC/BS to provide training on the SPARK program.  

Old & New Business: None

Developing and enhancing communications and collaborations:

New and Replacement Members: P. McClure reported that we have openings for 3 new or replacement members. M. Forsythe will be the representative from Chevy Chase Community Center, K. Jubas from Penns Manor School District and a member from ICCAP. A motion was made from the executive committee to add Michelle Skultety, St. Bernard’s School to the membership. 

Terms are ending for officers of the commission. I. Mergen has agreed to accept the Vice-Chair position. Any members interested in a position can contact K. Abbey-Baker.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

S. Johnson distributed a flier about the skating party to be held on December 4, 2004

M. Jesko announced that the Heritage Days Committee from Saltsburg is selling $5 coupons for Westmoreland Mall private Christmas Shopping event to be held on Sunday, November 21, 2004 from 6 pm - 9 pm. Proceeds will help fund children’s activities.

M. Higgins reminded everyone that Indiana County Child Daycare is sponsoring a Play Day at IUP on December 4, 2004 from 1p –4p at Zink Hall. This program is for children and parents.

P. Leach announced that there is a music workshop for children scheduled for November 3, 2004.

The meeting was adjourned at 3 pm.

The next meeting will be held on December 7, 2004 at 1:30 pm.

Recorded by:  Nancy J. Smith  
