Children’s Advisory Commission of Indiana County

Meeting Minutes  November 1, 2005

MEMBERS PRESENT: L. Audo, J. Baun, L. Berryman, L. Black, M. Dietz, B. Dunlap, 

C. Givens, S. Harber, M. Higgins, M. Jesko, P. Jimenez-Jacobs, P. Leach, P. McClure, 

C. Putt, L. Rudy, P. Sissem

MEMBERS EXCUSED F. Bowers, J. Byers, D. Conner, R. Darling, D. Davis, E. Eisenman, P. Gordon, D. Kotelnicki, I. Mergen K. Monko, L. Schiffbauer, P. Simmons, M. Skultety, N. Smith, S. Toy, K. Winning

MEMBERS ABSENT: T. Colgan, B. Jones, K. Jubas, T. Martin

STAFF PRESENT: K. Abbey-Baker, D. Peters, A. Sheesley, 

GUESTS:  V. Dickson, D. Frick, A. Horrell, C. Putt (Lifesteps)

CALL TO ORDER:  L. Berryman called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.

Introduction of Members and Guests: All members introduced themselves.

Ten Minutes at the Top: Liz Cook from the First Unitarian Universalist Church reported on the SPA Grant they had received to conduct the World of Friends Day Camp.
READING, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

The minutes from the October meeting were approved with a correction in the date of the minutes from October 5th to October 4th, and a correction on the second page (4th paragraph from bottom) changing the word “fit” to “fight”.

Minutes were approved with a P. Leach motion, which was seconded by L. Black.  The motion passed.

FULFILLING THE PURPOSE OF CAC

Leveraging resources:

Treasure’s Report/Budget and Finance Committee: A 50/50 drawing was held.  No change in the fund raising account balance at this time. The FSSR grant account balance is $10,750. 

Identifying needs of children and their families:

Strategic Planning Committee: No report

Policy Committee: No report

Goals for the 2005 – 2006 FSSR grant: Kathy Abbey-Baker distributed the report and discussed the goals for the grant
Old & New Business: None

Examining and Evaluating Services:

Parent Child Home Program:  A written report was distributed by D. Peters

Family Focus Program:  A written report was distributed by A. Sheesley

Home Visiting Resource Coordinator Report:  Please see the report that was e-mailed.

Early Care and Education Planning Group (ECEPG):  M. Higgins reported that planning for the Family Fun Fest meetings would start soon. She also reported on the Inclusion Forum held at ARIN IU-28 on October 31, 2005. K Abbey-Baker passed out the organizational chart for the Office of Child Development.

Old & New Business: None
Developing and enhancing communications and collaborations:
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bonni Dunlap announced that the Indiana County Department of Human Services and Volunteer Center is offering a free workshop entitled “How To Market Your Agency On A Shoestring Budget”. It will be held on November 18, 2005 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Courthouse Annex 1st Floor Meeting Room.

Pat Leach that there will be more information coming soon on another Grandparents retreat.

Pepita Jimenez-Jacobs reminded everyon that the Gazette “School News”, written by student reporters is a good source to find out what is going on in the schools.

 Debbie Skillings sent an announcement that Indiana County Safe Kids will hold a luncheon in celebration to celebrate ten years of service on Wednesday, December 7, 2005, 12:00 to 1:30 PM at the Indiana Regional Highway Safety Project, R&P Building, IUP Campus (upstairs classroom), and 629 Fisher Street, Indiana, PA  15701.  Please RSVP by November 30, 2005 to Deborah Skillings at 412-255-4641 or dskillings@gatewayhealthplan.com.
Michele Skultety sent an announcement that St. Bernard School will host their Annual Usborne “Reading Is A Gift” Book Fair on Monday, November 14th and Tuesday, November 15th at St. Bernard School300 Clairvaux Drive, Indiana
Sandy Toy sent an announcement that The Safe Kids of Indiana County Car Seat Referral Program Training Workshop is being held next Tuesday, November 8 from 8:00 – 4:30 at the IUP Highway Safety Center near the tennis courts.  It will be in the upstairs classroom.   

Lynann Black announced that the Child Study Center Taking is taking referrals for Spring/ CSC is a psyco-educational clinic designed to serve as a training facility for graduate students in the School Psychology Program. Center Staff provides educational and psychological assessment of children and youth with learning and/or behavior problems or giftedness. Consultation and counseling to parents, schools, outside agencies, or other personnel and short term treatment of children’s learning and behavior problems are also available.Times are:  Saturday mornings Jan-May, Tues/Wed/Thurs mornings in June and JulyCall the Child Study Center at 724-357-2445 for additional information.

Patty Simmons sent an announcement that the United Way Pancake and Sausage dDay will take place on Tuesday Nivember 8 at Café 701.

A discusison ensued about the lack of library services in the Norther part of the county. Some school libraries are open (such as Marion Center).  The cost of a libray card at Indiana Library is around $30 for out of area familes- and may be prohibative for some. However, a library card at Burell Township Library only costs $5 and can be used at  all other county libraries.

The meeting adjourned at 2:25 

The next meeting will be the Holiday Lunch, December 6, 2005, starting at noon, in the Ohio Room in the HUB on IUP campus. A special presentation will be given by Dr. Stewar Chandler on Easter Religions come to Western Penssylvania

Recorded by: Kathy Abbey-Baker  
