Children’s Advisory Commission of Indiana County

Meeting Minutes

January 4, 2005

MEMBERS PRESENT: L. Audo, , L. Berryman, J. Byers, T. Colgan, R. Darling, M. Dietz, B. Dunlap, E. Eisenman, P. Elkin, P. Jimenez-Jacobs, S. Johnson, B. Jones, P. Leach, I. Mergen, K. Monko, C. Putt, L. Rudy, P. Simmons, M. Skultety, N. Smith, S. Toy 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: C. Ayers, L. Black, F. Bowers, C. Givens, P. Gordon, S. Harbor, M. Higgins, M. Jesko, D. Kotelnicki, P. McClure, P. Sissem, K. Winning

MEMBERS ABSENT:  J. Baun, D. Conner, D. Davis, M. Forsythe, 

K. Jubas, T. Martin, L. Schiffbauer

STAFF PRESENT: K. Abbey-Baker, L. Montino, D. Peters, A. Sheesley, K. Stancombe

GUESTS:  R. Booth, D. Frick, T. Pezzana, D. Skillings

CALL TO ORDER:  L. Berryman called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

Introduction of Members and Guests: All members and guests were introduced.

Announcements:  B. Dunlap requested that the CAC assist in the Tsuami Disaster Relief Bake Sale which is scheduled for Saturday, January 8, 2005.  After discussion, S. Johnson moved to support the Bake Sale, S. Toy seconded.  The motion passed.

Fall SPA Grant Update:  K. Abbey-Baker updated the group.

Jr. Art Association mural is complete K. Abbey-Baker attended the Open House. They will give the CAC a full report in February.

Salvation Army used grant to expand their tutoring program.  

Community Guidance Center Skating Party.  They will give the CAC a full report in February.

L. Rudy spoke about the Head Start and Center for Family Life grant.  She said that they had money left over after they conducted the events and requested that they use the money for more activities in February, March, and April.  They will give the CAC a full report in May.

P. Leach spoke on the Grandparents Kinship Retreat.  The first part of the grant is complete, but due to the holiday season and not being able to secure a space the follow up workshops will take place later in the spring.

Monthly Presentation:  Dr. Bonach of Children’s Advocacy Center presented information on the history of the Children’s Advocacy Centers movement and explained the efforts underway to start a Children’s Advocacy Center in Indiana County.  Contact Information is kbonach@iup.ed 

READING, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: The minutes from the December meeting were approved with the following corrections:

Under the section READING, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: August was changed to November and S. Simmons was changed to P. Simmons.
Sandy Toy made the motion which was seconded by S. Johnson.  The motion passed.

FULFILLING THE PURPOSE OF CAC

Leveraging resources:

Treasure’s Report/Budget and Finance Committee: A 50/50 drawing was held. L. Audo said that next month a full report on CAC accounts would be given.

Financial Stability Training Update:  K. Abbey-Baker said that L. Berryman, K. Monko, K. Stancombe, L. Martino and herself attended this training.  The training provided an overview of the sustainability process and the executive committee will complete the FSPR instead of the CAC doing the CAT.  Once the executive committee completes the FSPR the CAC during its February meeting will discuss how to address the gaps in small groups. 

Policy Committee: No 
Old & New Business:  None

Identifying needs of children and their families:

Strategic Planning Committee: This committee needs a Chairperson.  Anyone interested should contact K. Abbey-Baker.

Old & New Business: None

Examining and Evaluating Services:

Parent Child Home Program:  D. Peters distributed a report of activities for November and December.  The program will begin using FAMS.

Family Focus Program:  A written report was distributed by. A. Sheesley November and December 2004.

Home Visiting Resource Coordinator Report:  K. Stancombe reported that she is working with IUP to develop a measurement tool for the program. 

Early Care and Education Planning Group (ECEPG):  K. Abbey-Baker distributed a timeline of events and reviewed the work that has been done.  She shared the budget with the CAC membership for the activities.  L. Berryman said that we need to get more parent involvement.

Old & New Business: The executive committee is asking that there be monthly updates from the Family Group Decision Making and the Children’s Advocacy Center.
Developing and enhancing communications and collaborations:

Winter 2005 SPA Grant Awards:  K. Abbey-Baker announced the projects that were funded.  Evergreen Boys and Girl’s Club:  Purchase Line High School Career Fair:  $2500 Monday March 21, 2005.  Approximately 200 10th and 11th grade students will participate.

ICCAP:  General Manners Workshop: $2500 Saturdays in March 2005   Three two-hour workshops and luncheons for seventy five Indiana County adolescents ages 11-14.

Indiana County 4-H Club:  Leadership Skills You Never Outgrow:  $2240 March 11th-12th , 2005. This overnight activity will focus on life skills workshops to develop communication, recreation and general leadership skills.  Thirty to fifty (4H members and guests) youths will participate.

Indiana County Day Care Program Inc.:  Winter Festival:  $2500 February 26, 2005. This activity is open to families throughout Indiana County.  Families will have the opportunity to participate in a variety of indoor activities.  Two hundred children.

L. Berryman thanked the review committee for all of their hard work.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

P. Jimenez-Jacobs announced that the League of Women Voters Education Committee is sponsoring a discussion on the impact of No Child Left Behind.  This will be held on January 12, 2005 in the Oak Room on IUP Campus.

P. Jimenez-Jacobs passed out information on the safety of eating fish.

P. Jimenez-Jacobs announced that the Martin Luther King Freedom March will be held on January 15, 2005.

L. Berryman announced that everyone received an updated list of CAC committee membership.

The meeting was adjourned at 3 p.m.

The next meeting will be held on February 1, 2005 at 1:30 p.m.

Recorded by: Erin Eisenman  
