Children’s Advisory Commission of Indiana County

Meeting Minutes

February 1, 2005

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kim Stoughton (for Liz Audo), Janis Baun, L. Black, L. Berryman, F. Bowers, J. Byers, T. Colgan, M. Dietz, B. Dunlap, E. Eisenman, P. Elkin, C. Givens, S. Harbor, M. Higgins, 

P. Jimenez-Jacobs, S. Johnson, B. Jones, D. Kotelnicki, P. Leach, I. Mergen, K. Monko, C. Putt, 

L. Schiffbauer, P. Simmons, P. Sissem, S. Toy, K. Winning

MEMBERS EXCUSED C. Ayers, R. Darling, M. Jesko, P. McClure, N. Smith

MEMBERS ABSENT:  D. Conner, D. Davis, M. Forsythe, P. Gordon, 

K. Jubas, T. Martin, L. Rudy, M. Skultety 

STAFF PRESENT: K. Abbey-Baker, L. Martino, D. Peters, A. Sheesley, K. Stancombe

GUESTS:  D. Frick, T. Pezzana, D. Skillings

CALL TO ORDER:  L. Berryman called the meeting to order at 1:45 p.m.

Introduction of Members and Guests: All members and guests were introduced.

Ten Minutes at the Top: S. Johnson and S. Bill presented a report on the SPA Grant which the Community Guidance Center received.  They passed out a report to all in attendance.

READING, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: The minutes from the January meeting were approved 

P. Simmons made the motion which was seconded by F. Bowers.  The motion passed.

FULFILLING THE PURPOSE OF CAC

Leveraging resources:

Treasure’s Report/Budget and Finance Committee: A 50/50 drawing was held. K. Abbey-Baker distributed FSSR Grant report and explained it.

K. Monko made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report which was seconded by M. Higgins.  The motion passed.

L. Martino updated the group on the FFSR grant.  She said the State is preparing a draft application for infrastructure and no money for program funding.  The new formula for the distribution of grant funds will be based on county size.  She also mentioned that the governor’s budget is not finalized, but FFSR is mentioned.

Policy Committee: No 
Old & New Business:  None

Identifying needs of children and their families:

Strategic Planning Committee: This committee needs a Chairperson.  Anyone interested should contact K. Abbey-Baker.

Old & New Business: None

Examining and Evaluating Services:

Parent Child Home Program:  Please see written report was that distributed by D. Peters.

Family Focus Program:  A written report was distributed by A. Sheesley.

Home Visiting Resource Coordinator Report:  Please see written report by K. Stancombe. 

Early Care and Education Planning Group (ECEPG):  K. Abbey-Baker distributed a report.

Family Group Decision Making:  Please, see written report

Integrated Children’s Service Plan:  Please see written report.

Children’s Advocacy Center: Please see written report.

Old & New Business: None
Sustainability Report

L. Martino introduced the group working on the sustainability Planning Process

Lynda then did a power point presentation on the eight key elements of sustainability.  She explained that the executive committee will look at the modules and bring the information to the full CAC board for discussion.

Commissioner Frick announced that there is a possibility that office space for non profit agencies might be available in a central location which would help the agencies reduce costs.  The idea is to pull the resources of a variety of non profit agencies in this time of budget cuts etc. 

Developing and enhancing communications and collaborations:

SPA Grant Report:  Trish Dobson and Berni Wilki from the Jr. Art Association reported on their grant.  The students involved in the Jr. Art Association completed a mural project on the 4th floor of the Indiana Theater Building.

K. Abbey-Baker said that applications are available for the Spring SPA grants.  Applications are due by February 28, 2005.  Grant recipients will be announced on March 17, 2005.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

B. Dunlap introduced CAC’s new member Charlene Givens from the Armstrong/Indiana Drug and Alcohol Commission.

K. Abbey-Baker announced that the Family Fun Fest is March 12th at the Indiana Mall.

K. Monko announced that Harriet Dicker from the PA office of Early Childhood Education has been invited to Indiana County on April 22, 2005.  More information will follow.

P. Sissem said that the Center for Family Life, in recognition of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month is putting together safety kits for families.  Any agency wanting safety kits to distribute to their families should contact her.

P. Leach provided information on a three part Service Learning Series.

P. Leach reminded everyone that the Celebrating Midlife Conference will be at Seven Springs 

April 3rd to 5th, 2005.

P. Jimenez-Jacobs announced the League of Women Voters are sponsoring Workshops on Civic Participation.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 p.m.

The next meeting will be held on March 1, 2005 at 1:30 p.m.

Recorded by: Erin Eisenman  
