Children’s Advisory Commission of Indiana County

Meeting Minutes             

August 2, 2005

MEMBERS PRESENT: L. Audo, L. Berryman, F. Bowers, J. Byers, B. Dunlap, C. Givens, P. Gordon, S. Harbor, M. Higgins, M. Jesko, P. Jimenez-Jacobs, P. Leach, K. Monko, L. Schiffbauer, P. Simmons, N. Smith, S. Toy, K. Winning

MEMBERS EXCUSED C. Ayers, Janis Baun, L. Black, D. Conner, R. Darling, M. Dietz, E. Eisenman, B. Jones, D. Kotelnicki, I. Mergen, P. McClure, L. Rudy, C. Putt, P. Sissem, M. Skultety, 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  T. Colgan, D. Davis, P. Elkin, K. Jubas, T. Martin, 

STAFF PRESENT: K. Abbey-Baker, A. Sheesley, K. Stancombe

STAFF EXCUSED: D. Peters, L. Martino

GUESTS:  Commission D. Frick, Commissioner R. Ruddock, T. Reighard. L/ Hoffman. E. Zagurskie (for M. Dietz)

CALL TO ORDER:  L. Berryman called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.

Introduction of Members and Guests: All members and guests were introduced.

Ten Minutes at the Top: Three SPA grant projects were reported on:

Pat Leach reported on the Kid’s and Kinship Retreat, Parts I and II sponsored by Penn State Extension

Michelle Jesko reported on the collaboration between Head Start and Center for Family Life to conduct Family Fun Nights in the Fall and in the Spring. Michelle also reported on the Venture into Reading project sponsored by the Saltsburg Heritage Committee.

READING, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: The minutes from the May meeting were approved 

P. Simmons made the motion, which was seconded by S. Toy.  The motion passed.

FULFILLING THE PURPOSE OF CAC

Leveraging resources:

Treasure’s Report/Budget and Finance Committee: A 50/50 drawing was held. L. Audo reported that 

the CAC Fundraising account had a balance had not changed and was still at a little over $10,000.

K. Abbey-Baker distributed budget reports on the FSSR and CCRD grants for 04/05. CACF was utilized as cash match for each of these grants. Budgets for both grants for 05/06 were also distributed.  Cash from the CACF account will not be needed for the 05-06 match since both can utilize in-kind contributions.

Policy Committee: Bylaw revision. There was a discussion on a revision to ARTICLE IV - Membership in the CAC Bylaws. The purpose of the revision is to strike the "41 member" requirement so that potential new members don't have to be turned away because there is a membership limit. Suggested Revision: Members are appointed to the CAC by the Indiana County Commissioners for a three-year term. Membership of the CAC shall consist of consumer parents and representatives of education, health and human services, and interested community members. These appointed representatives are the voting members of the CAC.

Old & New Business:  None

Identifying needs of children and their families:

Strategic Planning Committee: Still need a chair!
Old & New Business: Update on the Boys & Girls Club. Laurie Schiffbauer reported on the summer B&GC program at Purchase Line High School. 80 children registered and the average daily attendance was 50. The Fall program will start in September.

Examining and Evaluating Services:

Parent Child Home Program: No monthly report. Kathy Monko talked about the PCHP evaluation that was recently completed by IUP’s Center for Educational and Program Evaluation  for the PCHP Program, year one. The Evaluation  results show that substantial positive change occurred in the interactions between parent and child. To see the complete 72 page report contact Kathy Monko. 

Family Focus Program:  A written report was distributed for the months of June and July.

Home Visiting Resource Coordinator Report:  Please see written report by K. Stancombe. 

Early Care and Education Planning Group (ECEPG):  The monthly meeting was held prior to the CAC meeting. Terri Reighard from the Special Kids Network gave a presentation on state and local projects. A timeline for the grant activites was distributed.
Developing and enhancing communications and collaborations:

ANNOUNCEMENTS

P. Simmons announced the launch of a new web site that the United Way is affiliated with; www.bornlearning.org  Purpose: to show that everyday situations are learning situations.

S.Toy announced that there will be a Teen Driver Workgroup “Driving Experience” formed and that she is looking for 5 families to participate.

P. Leach announced that guest Linda Hoffman from UPMC will do presentations to staff and clients

P. Leached announced that there is a financial management for parents with elementary aged  children called “Money in Your Children’s Hands”

M. Jesko announced that here are still booths available for the Sept. 10th Saltsburg Community Days

P. Jimenez-Jacobs announced that the Footlight Players productions and the Jr. Art Association Arts camp were highly attended and the children did a wonderful job

B. Dunlap announced that Suicide Task Force cards are available

The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 p.m.

Recorded by: KAB  
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