Children’s Advisory Commission of Indiana County


Meeting Minutes

March 6, 2007

Members Present: L. Audo, L. Berryman, F. Bowers, T. Colgan, D. Conner, J. Dabella, M. Dietz, B. Dunlap, P. Elkin, K Fox, P. Gordon, S. Harber, M. Higgins, P. Jimenez– Jacobs, P. McClure, K. Moore, C. Risinger, P. Simmons, N. Smith

Members Excused: L. Black, R. Darling , D. Dragich, C. Givens, J. Henderson, R. Horwat, M. Jesko, P. Leach, M. McElhaney, P. Pavolko, S. Perfetti, C. Putt, L. Rudy, L. Schiffbauer, C. Shurman, M. Skultety, C. Violi, K. Winning
Members Absent: J. Baun, E. Foust, B. Jones, D. Kotelnicki, B. Pierce, K. Stancombe, 
Staff Present: K. Abbey-Baker, D. Peters, A. Sheesley

Staff Excused:

Guests: L. Mamros, ICDHS Student, D. Rapach, Penns Manor, Intern, 

Call to Order: L. Berryman called the meeting to order at 1:35 pm.

Approval of Minutes: Minutes were approved with a P. Simmons/F. Bowser motion.

Members and guests introduced themselves. 

Monthly Presentation: K. Moore provided an overview of the Family Development Training and Credentialing program. The FDC program is a professional development course and credentialing program for frontline family workers to learn and practice skills of strength-based family support with families. To be credentialed a worker must complete 90 hours of instruction, prepare a skills portfolio and pass a state credentialing exam. For more information contact K. Moore.

FULFILLING THE PURPOSE OF CAC

Leveraging resources:

· Treasurer’s Report/Budget and Finance Committee: P. Simmons reported that there is a balance of $5,670.22 in the account. The cost of the bulk mailing ($600) for the survey has been deducted.

· Policy Committee: No report

Identifying needs of children and their families:

· Strategic Planning Committee: Donations from members continue to be encouraged. A total of 19 PB & J sandwiches were sold at Family Fun Fest. The vendor fair will be announced in the Chamber newsletter. 

· Diversity Committee: No report

· 2007 Indiana County Speaks UP! Needs assessment – K. Abbey-Baker reported that 340-400 have been returned. All surveys are to be returned by March 31, 2007.

· Old & New Business: None 

Examining and evaluating services:

*Project Reports

· Parent Child Home Program – Report emailed to members prior to the meeting

· Family Focus Program – Report emailed to members prior to the meeting

The Easter Egg Hunt will be held on March 31, 2007 at Getty Heights Park. A list of needed items will be emailed to members.

· Early Care and Education Committee – M. Higgins reported on the Pre-K Counts program. Information will be send to members. Meetings will be held concerning the Governor’s budget in reference to Early Care on March 15, 2007 from 8 am – 12n at Butler Community College. The PA Key is promoting one book, one young child with the reading on A Splendid Friend, Indeed. Volunteers are needed to read at childcare facilities. 

· Family Fun Fest – evaluations are being reviewed and will be reported at next month’s meeting.

· Children’s Trust Fund Grant- The parent education part of Mind’s in the Making will begin on March 31, 2007.  The program is beneficial to all parents. 

· 21st Century Learning Grant – No report

· Update on FGDM/ICSP – a report was handed out to members

· Old and New Business – None

Developing and enhancing communications and collaboration:

Announcements:

· A flier about the Keystone Active Zone Summer Passport Program will be emailed to members. The purpose of this program is to encourage families to stay active in the summer by doing activities in county parks and on trails.

· High school juniors and seniors who have completed 100 hours of community service are eligible for a Community Service Scholarships. Information can be obtained from guidance counselors or the Department of Human Services.

· It was suggested that this information be included on the Friday school news page of the Indiana Gazette.

· It was suggested that members contact the Gazette to encourage them to include poetry in the NIE program.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 pm

The next meeting will be April 3, 2007 at 1:30 pm

Recorded by

Nancy J Smith

