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The Early Care and Education Committee, a committee of the Indiana County Children’s Advisory Commission would like to share some tips for choosing a child care facility for a child with special needs. 

Although parents do not need to identify their child as having a disability when choosing a child care facility, they should find out:

· Does the child care provider have experience in working with children with disabilities?

· Is the child care provider willing to learn about the special needs of your child and willing to work with early intervention specialists? (Specialists who provide services and supports designed to help families with children with developmental delays. Call your local Mental Health/Mental Retardation Program at 724-349-3350 to find out who offers the services and what the referral and intake procedures involve.)
· Review a child care checklist which you may obtain from Child Care Information Services at the number/s below. 
After choosing a child care program:  

· Discuss your child’s special needs with the provider.
· Discuss not only the adaptations that might be needed for your child, but the resources your child brings from the early intervention system.

· Negotiate any changes that may need to be made.

· Discuss your child’s things/activities that he/she really enjoys!

· Encourage your child care provider to work with your child’s early intervention team and to ask any questions he/she may have concerning early intervention services and the team approach.
· Include the child care provider in the development and review of your child’s Individual Family Service Plan (A written plan detailing the services or supports your child will receive from birth to age 3) or Individual Education Plan (A written plan for the child from 3 to 21 years of age).

· Plan “get to know you visits” with the provider and your child.
· Talk to your child about the child care program using positive and enthusiastic language.

· On the first day of the program, build in extra drop-off and pickup time so that your child has time to adjust to the new surroundings and staff; and you have time to talk with the provider.

· Send familiar toys or blankets so that your child has something of comfort to them.

Other resources for parents:

· Parent to Parent of Pennsylvania- (1-800-986-4550 or at www.parenttoparent.org)created by families for families of children and adults with special needs. Families in similar situations with one another are connected so that they may share experiences, offer practical information and/or advice.
· Special Kids Network (1-800-986-4550 or at www.health.state.pa.us) is a quick and easy way to find many resources in the community that may help meet your child’s needs.
· Indiana County Department of Human Services Information and Referral- (724-349-0500 or hsinfo@adelphia.net) helps families find local resources that may help meet your child’s needs.
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**Information obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare.


